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United States has ravaged community after community
in recent years. Chicago, Cleveland, (.)mz!hn, Los An-
geles, Philadelphia, Rochester, N. Y., Birmingham, Ala.,
Newport, R. 1., Daytona Beach, Fla., and many others
have felt the lash of mass fury and rioting.

What happens when community disorder gets out
of hand and local police call for help in the crisis?
State police usually are available only in limited num-
bers for a relatively short time. The brunt of the crisis
is likely to fall on the National Guard.

Last July, some 6,700 National Guardsmen of 3
States were summoned to quell riots and preserve order.
Guardsmen went on duty in Omaha July 4-5, Chicago
July 15-19, and Cleveland July 19-31.

The previous August, homefront policing by the Na-
tional Guard reached an all-time high with the Watts
rioting in Los Angeles. Some 8,674 citizen soldiers
spent a week on active duty there.

‘Wilhin a month of the Watts crisis, 2,200 National
Guardsmen were called out at Springfield, Mass., and
600 at Natchez, Miss., in civil rights disturbances.

While hull_ling on the homefront increased in fre-
quc}n'cy and m‘!cnsny in the past several years, it is
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with homefront safeguards spotly and uncertain, g,
armed citizen represents a potential community g,
bilizer. His support of law and order, whether as g
civilian member of the posse comitatus or as one of the
unorganized militia, defined as the “whole body of able.
bodied male citizens,” could prove essential. Realistc
appraisals attest that there is a widespread practice ang
belief in keeping firearms for home protection.

The President’s Commission on Law Enforcement
and Administration of Justice (19 commissioners, only
one a law officer; 63 staffers, 175 consultants) reported
recently that “slightly more than one-third (of all Amer-
icans) say they keep firearms in the house for protection
against criminals.”

Keeping firearms at home for protection is going to
be increasingly difficult under proposed new laws. In
New York under the Sullivan Law, which the Presi-
dent wishes to see copied in all other States, police
have cut down steadily on the number of protection
arms. They have denied permits with little or no real
reason time and again. New York State, by increasing
the annual handgun license fee from nothing at first
to $20 at present, tends to tax pistol ownership out of
existence.

Experience suggests that an extension of the Sullivan
Law with its arbitrary administrative attitudes is a sur¢
way to disarm law-abiding citizens.

From undisputed facts in New York City and else-
where, it appears that a program like the one that
would be initiated under the Dodd-Celler Bills would
seriously reduce possession and availability of firearms
for home protection. :
~ Most of the current crop of firearms “control” bills
in fact, are the kind that discourage home ownership
of protection guns. There is little indication that thel
sponsors have given any thought to the fate of citiZé®
who may be trapped and beleaguered by howling mobs
that brush aside police.

.To guard a disarmed America under such con
might require the most enormous “standing army
police ever seen in the free world. New York CY
has increased its police force from 15,000 to 28~OOO/[
about the size of 2 U. S, Army divisions—in the pﬁ;t
22 years although its population remains the 30
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